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the Nizam, the Gaekwar and other Indian princes. Ramsay Mac-
Donald and Sir Murray Hammik, the late acting Governor of
Madras, were among the prominent European contributors. Sir
Valentine Chirol contributed to the Passive Resistance Fund. Writ-
ing to Gokhale,, Chirol said: "Few Englishmen who take a genuine
interest in the welfare of India and have faith in the value of the
British connection both for India and the empire can fail to have
been moved by the statement you made in Bombay."
Gandhi went to Pretoria with Andrews to meet General Smuts.
At this time there was a big strike of the European employees of the
Union railways and it made the position of the Government ex-
tremely difficult. Gandhi decided to drop the idea of the intended
march at such a critical time as he did not wish to embarrass the
Government. The decision created a favourable impression. Lord
Ampthill cabled his congratulations to Gandhi for being considerate
even to his bitter opponent.
General Smuts was impressed by "the self-imposed limits of
courtesy and chivalry". His secretary jocularly said to Gandhi: "I
do not like your people, and do not care to assist them at alL But
what am I to do? You help us in our day of need. How can we lay
hands upon you? I often wish you took to violence like the English
strikers, and then we would know at once how to dispose of you."
Natal Mercury imputed motives to Gandhi for his decision to
postpone the march. "The mass of the local Indian community
could not be relied upon to join in the resuscitation of a form of
conflict which recoiled most injuriously upon the Indians them-
selves." There were also other inferences. To this Gandhi replied that
the journal was wrongly informed if it considered that the mass of
the local Indian community were not to be relied upon to join the
march: "On the contrary the difficulty today is even to delay it.
My co-workers and I have been obliged to send special messengers
and to issue special leaflets in order to advise the people that the
march must be postponed for the time being. I admit that specula-
tion as to whether the mass of the local Indian community will or
will not join the march is fruitless, because this will be, if it has to
be, put to the test at no distant date."
In a letter to the editor of Natal Mercury,, Gandhi wrote:
"The chief reason for trespassing upon your courtesy is to inform
the South African public through your columns that whilst the great